New advances in the discovery of thrombin and factor Xa inhibitors.
The search for the ideal anticoagulant has spanned decades and has resulted in several strategies including the clinical use of heparin, low molecular weight heparins, and the vitamin K antagonist warfarin. Over the past five years, many groups have reported preclinical results with direct-acting thrombin inhibitors and several of these are now moving into clinical trials. In addition, many groups have disclosed the discovery of potent, orally bioavailable factor Xa inhibitors. Several of these compounds are now in early clinical trials and the results are forthcoming.